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(54) Coating composition for preparing solid preparations and solid preparations 

(57) The present invention provides a sugar coating 
composition comprising erythritol, a water-soluble cellu- , 
lose, and an aqueous medium; and a solid preparation 
comprising a center core of a medicine or a food. etc. 
coated with the sugar coating composition. The sugar 
coating composition provides solid preparations with a 
smooth texture and satisfactory taste and which has a 
low viscosity even at room temperature and is therefore 
easy to handle. 
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Description 

This invention relates to a sugar coating composition for preparing solid preparations such as powders, granules, 
tablets, etc. in the field of foodstuffs and pharniaceuticals; and solid preparations coated with the sugar coating compo- 
5 sition. More particularly, it relates to non-hygroscopic solid preparations having a satisfactory texture and a sugar coat- 
ing composition which is low in calories, does not cause dental caries, and has excellent handling properties in the 
coating operation. 

Bitter medicines, foods which are apt to change their shape with temperature rise, etc. have bean supplied after 
forming a coating layer with a sugar coating composition so as to be taken or eaten with ease. 
10 Most of the conventional sugar coating compositions consist mainly of sugar, a binder, and water. Improvements 
have been added to these compositions in taste and adhesion to the center core to be coated which contains a medi- 
cine or a food material (hereinafter inclusively referred to as a "center"). 

As the binder used in the conventional sugar coating compositions to enhance adhesion of the coating layer to the 
center, gelatinizers such as gelatin and agar and gums such as gum arabic. xanthane gum, and guar gum have been 
IS widely used. For example, JP-A-62-5910 (the term "JP-A" as used herein means an "unexamined published Japanese 
patent application**) discloses a sugar coating composition containing hydroxypropylmethytcellulose and a water-solu- 
ble cellulose derivative as binders and sucrose, and JP-A-2-13811 7 discloses a sugar intermediate coating layer com- 
prising hydroxypropylmethylcellulose and mannitol. 

Although gelatin has satisfactory binding properties, sugar-coated tablets prepared by using gelatin undergo reduc- 
20 tron in disintegrability and also browning of color with the passage of time. 

While excellent in extending properties, gum arabic has insufficient binding properties. If used in an increased 
amount, the texture becomes rough when dried. 

Water-soluble cellulose as a binder, when coated on a center to form sugar-coated tablets, provides a smooth tex- 
ture. However, water-soluble cellulose itself has an unpleasant taste and has been limited in use. 
25 Further, there is a problem that the viscosity of the sugar coating composition prepared by using these conventional 
binders increases when it is applied to a canter, making the coating operation difficult. In addition, tiie multi-layered 
structure in order to achieve good adhesiveness of the sugar coating layer and good texture results in too large sugar- 
coated preparations. 

The technical problem of the present application is therefore to prepare a sugar coating composition which is free 
30 from the above disadvantages. As a result, it has been found that a sugar coating composition using erythritol and 
water-soluble cellulose shows advantageous effects for handling in coating operation due to its low viscosity and pro- 
vides coated solid preparations having a smooth texture and satisfactory adhesion between tiie sugar coat and the 
center, which can make tiie sugar coating layer thin. 

That is, the gist of the present invention resides in a sugar coating composition comprising an aqueous medium, 
35 erythrrtol and a water-soluble cellulose, and in a coated solid preparation comprising a center core of a medicine or a 
food material coated with the sugar coating composition. 
The invention is described below in detail. 

The term "coated solid preparation" as used herein is intended to inclusively mean centers having a sweet taste 
surface layer. The coated solid preparations include pharmaceutical coated solid preparatiorts. coated confectioneries 
40 or foods. 

Erythrrtol is a kind of teti^ose alcohols, which is easily soluble in water and ready to crystallize to provide beautiful 
white crystals. It has 75 to 85% of the sweetness of sucrose and feels fresh and cool in the mouth. Erythritol rarely 
undergoes browning with time or increase in temperature, and it is low in calories and non-hygroscopic. 

The erythritol content in the sugar coating composition is subject to variation deperxJing on tiie kind or quality of the 
45 canter to be coated and is decided accordingly. For assuring satisfactory adhesion to the center and a good texture, it 
is preferably 10 to 50% by weight, still preferably 20 to 30% by weight, based on the total weight of tiie sugar coating 
composition. 

The water-soluble cellulose used in the present invention is obtained by partially or wholly etherifying the hrydroxyl 
group of natural cellulose witii organic chloride (e.g., alkyi chloride, hydroxyalkyi chloride, aminoalkyi chloride) to form 

so ettier sti-uctures, and its appearance is white or yellowish white powder. Examples of the etherif ied substituents include 
alkyI groups (e.g., methyl arnj etiiyl), hydroxyalkyi groups (e.g.. hydroxymethyl and hydroxyethyl), aminoalkyi groups, 
and hydroxyaminoatkyi groups. The water-soluble cellulose nay have one or more types of the above-described substit- 
uents. As the water-soluble celtuk>se, partially etherrf ied ones are preferred. The degree of substitution is appropriately 
decided depending on the type of the substituents. As the water-soluble cellulose, hydroxyalkyi group containing water- 

55 soluble cellulose is preferable, and hydroxyalkylalkylcellulose (i.e. , cellulose derivatives having hydroxyalkyi side groups 
and alkyI side groups) is particularly preferable. As the hydroxyalkylalkylcellulose, tiiose having the hydroxyalkyi group 
having 1 to 4 cartwn atoms in the alky! nrwiety thereof with tiie alkyl group being methyl are preferable, and hydroxypro- 
pylmethylcellulose (referred to as "HPMC hereinafter) is particularly preferable. The most prefen-ed HPMC is 2-hydrox- 
ypropylmethylcellulose. HPMC is derived from cellulose by etherifying the hydroxyl group thereof with hydroxypropyl 
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chloride and methyl chloride. The preferred hydroxypropyl group content of HPMC Is in the range of from 4 to 12, more 
preferably from 7 to 12% by weight, and the preferred methyl group content of HPMC is in the range of from 20 to 30, 
more preferably from 28 to 30% by weight based on the natural cellulose used for the etherif ication. 

The water-soluble cellulose content in the sugar coating composition is arbitrarily selected according to the kind of 

s the center to be coated. In over to assure satisfactory adhesion to the center, it is preferably 1 to 10% by weight, still 
preferably 5 to 10% by weight, based on the total weight of the sugar coating composition. If the water-soluble cellulose 
content is less than 1%. the composition tends to have insufficient adhesion. The too high water-solut^e cellulose con- 
tent is not preferable, since the water-soluble cellulose has a tendency to swell and gel on water absorption, which 
causes increase in the viscosity of the sugar coating composition, requires an extended period of time of the coating 

10 operation and, in some cases, causes water-soluble cellulose precipitates which provide coated solid preparations hav- 
ing a rough texture. 

It is particularly desirable for the sugar coating composition to have an erythritol content of 20 to 30% by weight and 
a water-soluble cellulose content of 5 to 1 0% by weight, based on the total weight of the sugar coating composition, with 
the weight ratio of water-soluble cellulose to erythritol being 1 :2 to 1 :7. In this embodiment, coated solid preparations 
15 extremely excellent in both adhesion and texture can be obtained. 

Crystal growth of erythritol in the coating operation may be controlled by using another sugar alcohol in combina- 
tion with erythritol in such an amount that does not impair the non-hygroscopicity of erythritol. Unable sugar alcohols 
include maltitol. sorbitol, xylitol. and reducing saccharified starch. The amount of another sugar alcohol is preferably 1 
to 100 parts by weight based on 100 parts by weight of erythritol. 
20 If desired, the sugar coating composition may further contain other sugars, such us sucrose, lactose, maltose, 
xylose, coupling sugar, and palatinose, as far as the characteristics of the composition, such as non-hygroscopicity, are 
not impaired. 

The medium of the sugar coating composition is an aqueous medium, usually water. 

If desired, the sugar coating composition nay contain other binders, such as dextrin, starch, gelatin, other cellulose 
25 derivatives, polyvinyl alcohol, etc. in addition to water-soluble cellulose. Where a white coated solid preparation is 
desired, starch (e.g.. potato starch, corn starch, wheat starch, and rice starch), calcium carbonate, talc, or titanium, 
oxide may be dispersed in the sugar coating composition. 

The material and weight of the center can be arbitrarily chosen according to the object. For example, in the prepa- 
ration of medicines in the form of granules, powders, pills or tablets or coated confectioneries, such as sugar-coated 
30 chewing gum, sugar-coated chocolate, spherical or disk-shaped centers each weighing about 0.1 to 3 g and measuring 
about 1 to 10 mm in diameter are generally used. 

The solid preparation according to the present invention includes the resulting sugar-coated tablets, film-coated 
tablets, coated confectioneries, as well as all the other coated materials having surface layer tasting sweetness. 

The step of coating centers with the sugar coating composition of the present invention can be carried out in a con- 
35 ventional manner. For improved workability, the sugar coating composition is preferably maintained at a temperature of 
from 10 to 40*'C during the coating operation. If the temperature exceeds 40**C, water-soluble cellulose tends to precip- 
itate and would make the texture of the resulting coated solid preparations rough. Therefore, the coating is preferably 
conducted at a temperature of not higher than 40**C. 

The coating step is carried out by, for example, putting centers in a rotating container, and adding the sugar coating 
40 composition either intermittently or continuously in small portions while rotating the container. The amount of the sugar 
coating composition to be added is adjusted appropriately according to the surface area of the centers and the object 
of the coated solid preparations. The sugar coating composition of the present invention may also be sprayed to the 
center. 

After uniform application of the sugar coating composition to the surface of the centers, drying is carried out usually 
45 in the rotating container. Drying is carried out by blowing air at a temperature of 20 to 80°C, a relative humidity of 35 to 
65%, and a rate of 2 to 8 m/sec. Once the sugar coated layer is dried, the sugar coating composition is again scattered 
thereon, followed by drying. The application of the composition and the drying are repeated several times to obtain 
resulting coated solid preparations. If desired, the resulting coated solid preparations may be given a gloss finish by 
addition of wax, shellac, etc. 

50 The amount of the dry coated layer may appropriately be decided depending on the density of the center and 
coated layer, and is generally from 0.1 to 500 parts by weight, preferably from 1 to 300 parts by weight, and more pref- 
erable from 5 to 100 parts by weight, based on 100 parts by weight of the center. The coated layer in an amount less 
than 0.1 part by weight is not preferable, since sufficient coating of the center would not be achieved or. when the center 
has undesirable taste (e.g., bitter), the sufficient inr^rovement of the taste of the center by coated layer would not be 

55 achieved. The coated layer exceeding 500 parts by weight is not preferable, since the resulting sugar-coated prepara- 
tion becomes too large. The sugar-coated preparations thus obtained have a weight of from about 0.1 g to about 10 g 
and a diameter of from about 1 mm to about 50 mm. 

Preferred embodiments of the present application can be taken from the claims. 

The present invention will now be illustrated in greater detail with reference to Examples. 
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The centers used in the following Examples were prepared by mixing 30 parts by weight of erythritol (hereinafter 
abbreviated as ET) and 70 parts by weight of lactose and molding the mixture by a tabletting machine. The viscosity 
(unit: cP) of the sugar coating compositions prepared was measured wrth an E type viscometer manufactured by Tokyo 
Keiki K.K.ataS'C. 

All the numbers used for the constituents mean percents by weight based on the total sugar coating composition. 
The compositions having a zero content of water-soluble cellulose or ET are for comparison. 
Unless otherwise irKlicated, all parts, ratios, percents, and the like are by weight. 

EXAMPLE 1 

A sugar coating composition (250 g) having an ET concentration of 30% and a varied HPMC content as shown in 
Table 1 below was prepared. In a 10 /-volume rotating drum having a radius of 15 cm, 500 g of centers each weighing 
2 g (an average diameter: 5 mm) was put in the drum, and a 20 g portion of the sugar coating composition was applied 
onto the centers while rotating the drum at 26 rpm and spreading was repeated so that the composition might be spread 
all over the surface of the centers. The centers were then dried by blowing air having a temperature of 40''C and a rel- 
ative humidity of 45% at a rate of 4 nVsec for 1 0 minutes. Application of the sugar coating composition and the following 
drying were repeated 5 times to prepare sugar-coated tablets. 



TABLE 1 



HPIS/1C 


0 


1 


2 


4 


6 


7 


12 


ET 


30 


30 


30 


30 


30 


30 


30 


Water 


70 


69 


68 


66 


64 


62 


58 


Viscosity 


2.5 


5 


9 


28 


50 


114 


259 


Texture 


X 


O 


o 


O 


® 


® 


A 


Adhesion 


X 


O 


o 


O 




® 


o 



standards for Evaluation: 
1 ) Texture: 



@ Glossy and smooth 

O Smooth 

A Partly rough 

X Rough 



2) Adhesion: 

A glass tube having a diameter of 1 cm and a height of 100 cm was placed upright, and a coated solid preparation 
was dropped from the open top of the tube. The condition of the sugar coated layer of the fallen tablet was observed 
with the naked eye ard graded as follows. 



@ The coated layer did not come off even after falling twice. 

O "^hd coated layer developed cracks but did not come oft even after falling twice. 

A Part of the coated layer came oft after falling twice. 

X The coated layer came oft on falling once. 



The tablets coated by the sugar coating composrtion having an ET concentration of 30% and containing no HPMC 
had a rough texture, and the coated layer came oft the center on falling once. The coated layer of the same sugar coat- 
ing composition having added thereto 1 to 10% of HPMC exhibited satisfactory texture and adhesion to the center. The 
coated layer of the sugar coating composition having an HPMC concentration of 12% had a rough texture due to pre- 
cipitated HPMC. 

The sugar coating compositions according to the invention were easy to handle because they had sufficiently low 
viscosity at room temperature and required no heating to about 40'*C. 
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EXAMPLE 2 

Coated solid preparations were prepared in the same manner as in Example 1 , except for fixing the HPMC concen- 
tration at 6% and varying the ET content as shown in Table 2 below. 

5 



TABLE 2 



HPMC 


6 


6 


6 


6 


6 


6 


6 


ET 


8 


16 


20 


24 


32 


40 


50 


Water 


86 


78 


74 


70 


62 


52 


44 


Viscosity 


16 


20 


23 


28 


36 




* 


Texture 


© 


® 


® 


® 


O 


O 




Adhesion 


A 


o 


@ 


® 


® 


O 


o 



Note: 

* The viscosity was not measuratjie because ET in the 
sugar coating composition slightly precipitated. 



20 

Coated solid preparations having excellent texture and adhesion to the center ware obtained by using a sugar coat- 
ing composition containing HPMC and ET In particular, the coated layer formed by using a sugar coating connposition 
having an HPMC content of 6% by weight, an ET content of 20 to 30% by weight, and an HPMC to ET weight ratio of 
25 1 :2 to 1 :7 was extremely excellent in both texture and adhesion as well as handling properties. 

EXAMPLE 3 

Coated solid preparations were prepared in the same manner as in Example 1 , except for fixing the HPMC ooncen- 
30 tration at 8% and varying the ET content as shown in Table 3 below. 



TABLE 3 



HPMC 


8 


8 


8 


8 


8 


8 


8 


ET 


8 


16 


20 


24 


32 


36 


40 


Water 


84 


76 


72 


68 


60 


56 


50 


Viscosity 


31 


44 


61 


73 


86 


*- 


* 


Texture 


@ 


® 


® 


® 


O 


A 


A 


Adhesion 


A 


O 




® 


@ 


@ 


o 



Note: 

* The viscosity was not measurable because ET in the 
45 sugar coating composition slightly precipitated. 



Coated solid preparations having excellent texture and adhesion to the center were obtained by using a sugar coat- 
ing composition containing HPMC and ET In particular, the coated layer formed by using a sugar coating composition 
so having an HPMC content of 8% by weight, an ET content of 20 to 30% by weight, and an HPMC to ET weight ratio of 
1 :2 to 1 :7 is extremely excellent in both texture and adhesion as well as handling properties. 

EXAMPLE 4 

55 Coated solid preparations ware prepared in the same manner as in Example 1 , except for using a sugar coating 
composition having the composition shown in Table 4 below. 
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TABLE 4 



HPMC 


0 


10 


20 


30 


40 


ET 


6 


6 


6 


6 


6 


PEG-600 


1.2 


1.2 


1.2 


1.2 


1.2 


Titanium oxide 


1.2 


1.2 


1.2 


1.2 


1.2 


Talc 


0,9 


0.9 


0.9 


0.9 


0.9 


Water 


90.7 


80.7 


70.7 


60.7 


50-7 


Texture 


® 


® 


® 


® 


A 


Adhesion 


® 


O 


@ 


® 


o 


Taste* 


X 


® 


® 


® 


® 



Note: 

* ® ... Satisfactory with fresh sweetness 
X ... Odor of medicine 



Coated solid preparations according to the present invention had satisfactory taste free from odor of medicine. The 
coated layer was satisfactory in texture and adhesion to the center. 

EXAMPLE 5 

Coated solid preparations were prepared in the same manner as in Example 1 . except for using ET, sucrose, or 
mannitol as sugar components according to Table 5 below. The viscosity of the sugar coating compositions was meas- 
ured at 40*C. 



TABLE 5 



Compo- 
sition: 




























Et 


15 


23 


30 














15 


15 


15 


15 


Mannitol 








15 


23 


30 








15 


0 


15 


0 


Sucrose 














15 


23 


30 


0 


15 


0 


15 


HPMC 


7 


7 


7 


7 


• 7 


7 


7 


7 


7 


7 


7 


0 


0 


Water 


78 


70 


63 


78 


70 


63 


78 


70 


63 


63 


63 


70 


70 


Viscosity 


32 


43 


53 


39 


* 




39 


44 


180 


18 


66 


2.6 


2.0 


Texture 


® 


® 


@ 


A 


X 


X 


O 


O 


O 


O 


O 


A 


A 


Adhesion 


® 


® 


® 


A 


. A 


A 


® 


® 


® 


O 


O 


X 


o 


Taste 


O 


O 


o 


A 


A 


A 


® 


® 


® 


O 


® 


O 


o 


Color 
change** 


® 


© 


® 


o 


o 


o 


X 


X 


X 


o 


X 


O 


X 


Others 


























** 



Note: 

* The viscosity was not measurable due to precipitation of mannitol. 
" Did not apt to dry 



Color change was evaluated as follows. 
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Two grams of each sugar was weighed out, put in a test tube, and kept in a drier at ISO^'C for 1 .5 hours. After cool- 
irtg. 8 ml of water was added to dissolve the sugar, and the absorbance at 420 nm and 720 nm was measured with a 
spectrophotometer The degree of coloration was calculated by the following equation. 

5 Coloration = absorbance after heating (420 nm - 720 nm) - absorbance before heating (420 nm - 720 nm) 

Evaluation: 

@ Degree of coloration = 0 

10 Q 0 < Degree of coloration < 1 

X Degree of coloration s 1 

The coated solid preparations of the present invention exhibited a smooth texture and satisfactory adhesion 
between the sugar coated layer and the center. Since the sugar coating composition of the invention has excellent color 
IS change resistance, it is possible to raise the temperature of the sugar coating composition to reduce its viscosity (as is 
apparent by comparison with Example 1), to thereby improve handling properties, which is of great advantage for the 
preparation of coated solid preparations. 

EXAMPLE g 

20 

In a 1 ^-volume rotating drum having a radius of 5 cm and a number of rotation of 26 rpm, 50 g of calcium tablets 
(centers) consisting of 90% of calcium hydrogenphosphate, 5% of calcium lactate, and 5% of calcium citrate, each 
weighing 0.3 g and having an average diameter of 7 mm was put in the drum, and coated with the following sugar coat- 
ing composition in the see manner as in Example 1 . The amount of the sugar coating composition used and the total 
25 weight of the resulting coated solid preparations, measured after drying in vacuo at 75**C for 4 hours, are shown in the 
table. 

Sugar-Sugar coating composition (wt%); 



Erythritol 


10 


Sucrose 


10 


HPMC 


7 


Water 


63 



TABLE 6 



Sugar coating 
composition (g) 


Coated 
Tablets (g) 


Coating Weight 
(mg/tablet) 


Sensory Test 


0 


50 


0 


bitter 


3 


50.7 


4.2 


slightly sweet 


5 


51.5 


6.6 


slightly sweet 


8 


51.7 


10.2 


slightly sweet 


10 


52.0 


12.0 


sweet 


15 


52.8 


16.8 


sweet 


20 


53.2 


19.2 


sweet 



Materials used in Examples are shown below. 
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ET: A product of Nikken Chemicals Co., Ltd. 

Sucrose: Granular sugar produced by Mitsui Sugar Co., Lid. 

Mannitol: A product of Kishida Kagaku K.K. 

HPMC: TC-5, a product of Shin-Etsu Chemical Co., Ltd. 

PEG-600: Polyethylene glycol produced by Nippon Oil and Fats Co., Ltd. 

The sugar coating composition containing erythritol and HPMC according to the present invention exhibits satisfac- 
tory adhesion to the center to provide coated solid preparations with a smooth texture and satisfactory taste. The sugar 
coating composition of the present invention has a lower viscosity even at room temperature in comparison with con- 
ventional sugar coating compositions containing other saccharides, so that it is easy to handle without requiring heat- 
ing, which is greatly beneficial for the preparation of coated solid preparations. In addition, the sugar coated layer can 
be made thin and the resulting solid preparation has improved taste. 

Claims 



1 . A coating composition, which comprises erythritol, a water-soluble cellulose, and an aqueous medium. 

2. The coating composition according to daim 1 , wherein said water-soluble cellulose is a hydroxylalkyi group-con- 
taining water-soluble cellulose. 

3. The coating composition according to claim 2, wherein said hydroxylalkyi group-containing water-soluble cellulose 
is a hydroxyalkylalkylcellulose. 

4. The coating composition according to claim 3, wherein said hydroxyalkylalkylcellulose has a hydroxyalkyi group 
having 1 to 4 cartx>n atoms in the alkyi moiety thereof. 

5. The coating composition according to claim 4, wherein the hydroxyalkyi moiety of said hydroxyalkylalkylcellulose is 
a 2-hydroxyalkyl group having 2 to 4 carbon atoms. 

6. The coating composition according to any of claims 3 to 5. wherein the alkyt moiety other than the all moiety of the 
hydroxyalkyi group is a methyl group. 

7. The coating composition according to any of claims 3 to 6, wherein the hydroxyalkylalkylcellulose is hydroxypropyt- 
methylcellulose. 

8. The coating composition according to any of claims 1 to 7, wherein said composition has a water-soluble cellulose 
content of 1 to 1 0% by weight and an erythritol content of 1 0 to 50% by weight based on the total weight of the coat- 
ing composition. 

9. The coating composition according to claim 8, wheran said composition has a water-soluble cellulose content of 5 
to 1 0% by weight, an erythritol content of 20 to 30% by weight based on the total weight of the coating composition, 
and a water-soluble cellulose to erythrrtol weight ratio of 1 :2 to 1 :7. 

10. A solid preparation which comprises a center core of a medicine or a food and a surface coated layer obtainable 
from a coating composition according to any of claims 1 to 9. 

1 1 . The solid preparation according to claim 1 0, wherein the weight ratio of the surface coated layer to the center core 
is from 1 :100 to 300:100. 

1 2. The solid preparation according to claim 1 0, wherein the weight ratio of the surface coated layer to the center core 
is from 5:100 to 100:100. 
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